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LUNATIC  ASYLUM  COMMITTEE  OF  VISITORS. 


— - 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1858, 

REQUIRED  BY  THE  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  ACT,  1853, 

FOR 

PRESENTATION  TO  THE  COUNCIL  AT  A  SPECIAL 
MEETING,  18th  JANUARY,  1859. 


The  Committee  of  Visitors  in  presenting  their  Eighth  Annual 
Eeport  to  the  Council,  have  again  the  satisfaction  of  notifying 
the  efficient  state  of  the  Institution  in  every  department. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  Asylum  on  the  1st  January, 
1858,  was  ......  330 

Admitted  in  the  year  ....  166 

496 


141 

r 

355 

They  belong  as  follows,  viz  : 


Birmingham  Parish 

MALES 

.  122 

FEMALES 

140 

TOTAL 

262 

Birmingham  Borough  Fund 

6 

10 

16 

Aston-juxta-Birmingham  . 

20 

26 

46 

King’s  Norton,  ditto 

3 

2 

5 

Outlying  Parishes 

4 

1 

5 

Patients  not  Paupers 

13 

8 

21 

Total 

.  168 

187 

855 

Discharged 

in  the  year,  Becdvered  . 

Total  . 
79 

Believed 

.  12 

Not  improved 

12 

5? 

« 

Escaped 

.  2 

5} 

Died 

36 

$ 

Leaving  in  the  Asylum,  December  31st,  1858  . 
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By  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual 
number  of  patients  belonging  to  the  parishes  in  the  Borough  of 
Birmingham  at  the  end  of  last  year  was  329.  It  will  also  be 
remembered  that  the  Asylum  was  erected  to  accommodate  300 
patients:  thus  it  will  be  seen  how  imperative  it  is  that  the 
Asylum  should  be  at  once  enlarged  :  and  your  Committee  are 
now  only  waiting  for  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  in 
Lunacy  to  the  amended  plans  sent  them,  as  approved  by  the 
Committee  in  December  last.  These  amended  plans  are  similar 
to  those  laid  before  the  Council,  the  middle  wing  on  each  side  of 
the  house  not  being  extended  as  at  first  proposed,  it  being 
thought  by  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to  confine  the  airing 
courts  too  much,  and  sufficient  accommodation  can  be  provided 
without  it  for  200  patients,  the  number  it  is  proposed  to  enlarge 
for. 


The  Income  for  the  year,  as  connected  with 


the  Patients,  is 

.  £7789 

7 

9 

The  Expenditure 

.  7065 

12 

5 

Balance  in  favour  of  Asylum 

.  £723 

15 

4 

The  Receipts  from  the  Farm  and  Garden 

.  £2094 

4 

6 

The  Expenditure 

• 

.  1961 

4 

1 

Balance  in  favour  of  Asylum 

.  £133 

0 

5 

Making  a  total  Balance  in  favour  of 

.  £856 

15 

• 
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The  whole  of  the  provisions  through  the  year  have  been  of 
good  quality,  and  the  system  by  which  th^y  are  obtained  from 
tradesmen  of  the  town  is  found  to  work  so  far  better  than  that 
of  contracts  by  advertisements,  that  the  Committee  of  Visitors 
have  for  the  present  abandoned  the  system.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment  they  not  only  save  the  cost  of  long  advertisements,  but 
obtain  a  great  advantage  for  the  Institution.  On  the  last  occa¬ 
sion  of  opening  tenders,  Mr.  Knight,  the  Clerk  and  Steward, 
stated  to  your  Committee  that  he  could  procure  the  articles 
required  at  a  lower  rate,  and  being  instructed  to  do  so,  the 
result  was  a  saving  to  the  Institution  of  £39. 14s.  3d,  on  the  items 
of  grocery,  flour,  butter,  and  cheese,  then  purchased.  In  some 
instances  a  better  class  of  goods  was  obtained,  in  none  an 
inferior. 


The  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  have  frequently  reported  on 
the  desirability  of  procuring  more  land  for  the  use  of  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  and  the  Committee  of  Visitors  have  made  application  to 
the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Parish  of  Birmingham  to  pur¬ 
chase  of  them  the  piece  of  land  adjoining  the  grounds  in  the 
front  of  the  Asylum,  and  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that 
this  land  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  Institution,  for,  as  the 
number  of  patients  increase,  it  is  important  that  more  land 
should  be  had  for  their  use,  and  no  other  land  is  available. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Committee  were  obliged, 
from  the  short  supply  of  water,  to  enter  into  contract  with  a 
party  to  increase  the  depth  of  the  well,  by  means  of  boring, 
which  proved  satisfactory,  and  since  that  time  the  supply  of 
water  continues  abundant.  The  ventilation,  warming,  and 
drainage  also  continue  to  work  well.  These  provisions,  in  an 
establishment  like  the  Asylum,  with  cleanliness,  good  clothing, 
exercise,  and  a  genial  diet,  are  the  great  causes  of  the  general 
good  health  found  therein.  The  walls  of  the  galleries  and  sit¬ 
ting  rooms  have  this  year  received  many  additions  of  pictures 
and  busts,  and  the  library  has  also  increased  in  its  number  of 
volumes.  It  is  contemplated,  in  the  new  day  rooms  to  be  erected, 
to  have  a  circulating  library  for  each  gallery,  and  also  to  appro¬ 
priate  a  room  on  each  side  of  the  house,  as  a  reading-room  for 
the  patients, 

Many  articles  of  furniture  have  been  made  in  the  carpenter’s 
shop,  and  added  to  the  inventory ;  and  the  works  on  the  ground 
have  been  a  source  of  employment  to  a  large  number  of  patients, 
whose  labour  has  been  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution. 

The  entertainments  and  amusements  provided  for  the  in¬ 
mates  are  similar  to  those  which  have  been  used  for  some  time ; 
and  the  large  hall,  with  its  pictures,  evergreens,  and  flags,  as 
decorated  for  Christmas,  with  from  two  to  three  hundred 
patients  dancing  every  Monday  evening,  furnishes  a  spectacle, 
melancholy,  it  is  true,  in  the  abstract,  but  altogether  satisfactory 
as  evidence  of  the  perfect  propriety  of  the  mode  of  treatment 
adopted  by  your  Committee. 

The  charge  for  patients  of  Birmingham  is  now  eight  shillings 
per  week,  and  this  amount,  it  will  be  remembered,  includes 
salaries,  provisions,  wines,  spirits,  drugs,  necessaries — viz.,  (coal, 
soap,  gas,  Ac.) — clothing,  rates,  taxes,  and  insurance,  with  ten 
per  cent,  for  wear  and  tear  of  all  furniture.  Your  Committee 
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at  the  present  time  are  unable  further  to  reduce  this  charge. 
Patients  not  paupers  are  charged  eight  shillings  and  twelve 
shillings  per  week ;  and  patients  from  foreign  parishes  are 
charged  eleven  shillings  per  week. 

During  the  year  many  patients  have  been  permitted,  on  the 
application  of  their  friends,  a  fortnight  or  a  month’s  leave  of 
absence  from  the  Asylum ;  and  %  number  of  these  cases  have 
continued  so  well  as  to  be  fit  to  be  discharged. 

Of  the  166  patients  admitted,  22  will  be  found  to  have  been 
previously  in  this  Asylum  ;  and  of  the  discharges,  six  have  been 
removed  to  other  Asylums,  having  been  transferred  from  the 
Parish  of  Birmingham  to  their  places  of  settlement.  Of  deaths, 
one  was  by  suicide,  and  one  from  the  violence  of  another  patient. 
William  Harris,  a  criminal  lunatic,  who  had  been  in  confinement 
since  1831,  has  been  discharged  by  order  of  the  Crown. 

The  Rev.  T.  C.  Onion  retired  from  the  Chaplaincy  of  this 
Asylum  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  having  obtained  the  Chap¬ 
laincy  of  the  Lancaster  Asylum.  The  Committee  of  Visitors 
appointed  the  Rev.  C.  Brittain  to  the  office,  and  have  every 
cause  to  be  pleased  with  the  attention  he  devotes  to  the  spiritual 
requirements  of  the  patients. 

The  question  raised  by  the  Clerk,  as  to  the  liability  of  the 
Borough  of  Birmingham  to  maintain  and  take  charge  of  such 
wandering  lunatics  found  in  the  Borough,  whose  settlement 
cannot  be  ascertained,  was  argued  in  the  Court  of  Queen’s 
Bench  on  the  26th  of  January,  1858,  when  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  discharged  the  Borough  from  all  liability  whatsoever  in 
such  cases. 

Two  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  visited  the  Asylum  on 
the  21st  of  October  last.  Their  Report  speaks  of  the  cleanliness 
and  good  order  of  the  establishment,  and  contains  suggestions 
on  matters  connected  with  the  working  of  the  Asylum. 

The  Committee  of  Visitors  gather  from  the  fortnightly  Re¬ 
ports  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  that  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  establishment  has  been  good,  and  its  inmates  have  enjoyed 
perfect  freedom  from  epidemic  disease. 

Finally,  your  Committee  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  Statistical  Tables  prepared  by  the  Clerk.  These 
tables  contain  much  useful  information  connected  with  the 
working  of  the  Asylum,  the  fabric  of  which,  in  every  part,  is  in  good 
repair,  and  the  government  thereof  to  their  entire  satisfaction. 

CHARLES  STURHE,  Chairman. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM, 


SALARIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1858. 


£. 

§. 

d . 

fMedical  Superintendent 

.  350 

0 

0 

Chaplain  .... 

100 

0 

0 

#Clerk  of  Asylum,  of  Visitors,  and  Steward 

160 

0 

0 

^Matron  . 

.  60 

0 

0 

^Assistant  Clerk 

35 

0 

0 

#Baker  and  Brewer 

.  30 

0 

0 

fGardener  and  Lodge  Keeper  . 

71 

10 

0 

fFarm  Bailiff  and  Dairy  Woman 

GO 

• 

0 

0 

tEngineer  .... 

78 

0 

0 

Stoker  ..... 

.  54 

12 

0 

Carpenters  .... 

81 

14 

8 

#Laundress  and  under  ditto 

34 

3 

2 

#Cook  and  Kitchen  Maid 

.  29 

0 

0 

#2  House  Maids 

18 

0 

0 

#9  Male  Attendants 

.  189 

17 

5 

#1  ditto  Night  Attendant 

21 

1 

8 

#9  Female  Attendants 

.  157 

15 

0 

#1  ditto  Night  Attendant 

18 

10 

0 

Farm  and  Garden  Labourers 

.  187 

11 

2 

Bricklayer,  Wheelwright,  &c.  . 

48 

10 

11 

£1808 

6 

0 

Marked  thus  *  have  Maintenance,  &c. 
Marked  thus  +  have  Apartments,  Fuel,  and  Gas. 


W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clerk,  Ac. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROU 


MALE  DIETARY. 

BREAKFAST. 

1  Pint  of  Coffee,  6  oz.  Bread,  \  oz.  Butter. 


Sunday 

Monday 

and 

Thursday , 

Tuesday 

and 

Friday. 

Wednesday 


Saturday. 


DINNER. 

10  oz.  Meat  (undressed),  free  from  Bone  (roasted). 
16  oz.  Potatoes,  or  other  Vegetables. 

3  oz.  Bread,  and  \  pint  Beer. 

(  Meat  and  Potatoe  Pie — Crust  12  oz.,  Meat  oz. 
<  and  |  pint  of  Beer ;  or  16  oz.  Suet  Pudding,  with 
(  Basins  and  Sweet  Dip,  and  £  pint  of  Beer. 

9  oz.  Meat  (undressed),  free  from  Bone  (boiled). 
16  oz.  Potatoes,  or  other  Vegetables. 

3  oz.  Bread,  and  \  pint  of  Beer. 

1-j  lbs.  Irish  Stew,  oz.  Meat,  16  oz.  Vegetables, 
and  5  pint  of  Beer. 

1^  Pint  Pea  Soup,  and  6  oz.  Bread  ;  or  16  oz.  of 
Bice  or  other  Pudding,  and  -5  pint  of  Beer ;  extra 
diet  on  Soup  days,  of  Meat  and  Vegetables. 


TEA. 

1  pint  of  Tea,  6  oz.  Bread,  and  |  oz.  of  Butter. 


Fxtra  Diet ,  as  per  Medical  Order. 


TO  WORKING  PATIENTS. 

At  11  o’Clock,  a.m.,  4i  oz.  Bread,  1  oz.  Cheese,  and  5  pint 
of  Beer.  ^ 

At  4  o’Clock,  p.m.,  pint  of  Beer,  from  Lady-day  to  Michael¬ 
mas  Day. 

W.  E.  KNIGHT,  Clerk,  Ac. 
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.UNATIC  ASYLUM,  1858. 


FEMALE  DIETARY. 

BREAKFAST. 

1  pint  of  Coffee,  6  oz.  Bread,  h  oz.  Butter. 


Sunday 

Monday 

and 

Thursday . 

Tuesday 

and 

Triday 

Wednesday 


Saturday. 


DINNER. 


(  9  oz.  Meat  (undressed),  free  from  bone  (roasted). 

12  oz.  Potatoes,  or  other  Vegetables, 
b  3  oz.  Bread,  and  %  pint  of  Beer. 


(Meat  and  Potatoe  Pie — Crust  9  oz.,  Meat  2  oz., 

<  and  h  pint  of  Beer;  or  12  oz.  of  Suet  Pudding, 
(  with  Basins  and  Sweet  Dip,  and  pint  of  Beer. 

(  8  oz.  Meat  (undressed),  free  from  Bone  (boiled). 

<  12  oz.  Potatoes,  or  other  Vegetables. 

3  oz.  Bread,  and  h  pint  of  Beer. 

j  1  lb.  Irish  Stew,  writh  2  oz.  Meat,  12  oz.  Vegetables, 
(  and  i  pint  of  Beer. 

( 1  pint  Pea  Soup,  and  6  oz.  of  Bread,  or  12  oz.  of 

<  Rice  or  other  Pudding,  and  \  pint  of  Beer ;  extra 
(  diet  on  Soup  Days,  of  Meat  and  Vegetables. 


TEA. 

1  pint  of  Tea,  6  oz.  Bread,  and  ^  oz.  Butter. 


Extra  Diet ,  as  per  Medical  Order. 


TO  LAUNDRY  WORKERS,  KITCHEN  PATIENTS,  AND  HOUSE 

CLEANERS. 

At  11  o’Clock,  a.m.,  4  oz.  Bread,  1  oz.  Cheese,  and  \  pint  of  Beer. 

TV.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clerk,  Ac. 


BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

MONTHLY  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1858. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


ARTICLES  OE  CLOTHING,  &c.,  MADE  BY  THE  EEMALE 

PATIENTS  IN  THE  YEAR. 


Sheets 
Pillow  Cases 
Blankets 
Counterpanes 
Patchwork  Quilt 
Mattress  Cases  . 

Carpets 

Window  Blinds  . 

Table  Cloths 
Chamber  Towels 
Bath  Towels 
Round  Towels 
Tea  Cloths  . 

Knife  Cloths 
Cushion  Covers 
Window  Curtains 
Pudding  Cloths 
Shirts 
Chemises 

Plannel  Petticoats 

Pairs  of  Drawers  .  .  . 

Day  Caps 

Night  Caps 

Night  Jackets 

Print  Aprons 

Hurden  Aprons  . 

Neckerchiefs 

Pocket  Handkerchiefs  . 

Men’s  Erocks 

Men’s  Caps 

Pairs  of  Men’s  Hose 

Pairs  of  Men’s  Hose  refooted 

Pairs  of  Women’s  Hose 

Pairs  of  Women’s  Hose  refooted 


.  256 
197 
.  101 
36 

1 

72 
.  24 

18 

.  28 
56 
.  141 
38 
.  73 

27 
5 

10 
.  23 

218 
.  181 
146 
4 

120 
.  55 

85 

.  122 
95 
.  143 

71 

.  20 
13 
.  74 

120 
.  48 

20 


MRS.  KNIGHT,  Matron. 


BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

ARTICLES  DELIVERED  OUT  OF  STORE  FROM  JANUARY  1st  TO  DECEMBER  31st. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


AETICLES  OE  CLOTHING  DELIYEEED  OUT  OF 

STOEE  IN  THE  YEAR 


MALES. 


Jackets  (cloth) 

82 

Waistcoats  (cloth)  . 

72 

Trousers  (cloth) 

128 

Leggings  (pairs — leather) 

1 

Smock  Frocks 

4 

Summer  Frocks 

86 

Scarfs  .... 

74 

Caps  .... 

124 

Shirts  (Linen) 

232 

Flannel  Yests 

35 

Stockings  (pairs) 

127 

Braces  (pairs) 

160 

Gloves  (pairs) 

7 

Pocket  Handkerchiefs 

68 

Hurden  Aprons 

Boots,  Shoes,  and  Slip- 1 

16 

165 

pers  (pairs)  .  ) 

Stocks  .... 

38 

Shrouds 

13 

EEMALES 


Bonnets  . 

.  82 

Linen  Caps 

.  19 

Muslin  Caps  . 

.  163 

Night  Caps 

.  96 

Check  Dresses 

.  12 

Print  Dresses 

.  160 

Coburg  Dresses 

.  59 

Print  Aprons  . 

.  1^2 

Hurden  Aprons 

.  49 

Night  Jackets 

.  78 

Flannel  Yests 

.  6 

Stays 

.  28 

Flannel  Petticoats. 

.  58 

Jean  Petticoats 

.  10 

Linen  Chemises 

.  154 

Pocket  Handkerchiefs 

.  71 

Boots,  Shoes,  and  Slip¬ 
pers  (pairs) 

|  211 

Stockings  (pairs)  . 

.  104 

Shrouds . 

.  8 

W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clerk,  &c. 


BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


DRAPERY  FURNITURE  DELIVERED  OUT  OF 
STORE  IN  THE  YEAR  1858. 


Air  Beds  .... 

1 

Blankets  .... 

134 

Bolsters  (horse  hair) 

.  56 

Bolster  Cases  (linen) 

148 

Blankets  (ironing)  . 

5 

Bolster  Cases  (tick) 

17 

Bed  Cases  .... 

25 

Bathing  Towels 

65 

Counterpanes 

.  20 

Chamber  Towels 

30 

Cheese  Cloths 

9 

Cocoa  Fibre  Mats 

21 

Carpets  .... 

.  24 

Dinner  Mats  .... 

4 

Feather  Beds 

1 

Feather  Pillows  .... 

2 

Mattresses  (horse  hair) 

.  21 

Roller  Towels  .... 

36 

Rugs  (quilted) 

1 

Sheets  (linen)  .... 

228 

Sheets  (tick) 

3 

Sheets  (waterproof) 

12 

Sea  Grass  Palliasses 

.  51 

Tea  Cloths  .... 

50 

Table  Cloths 

.  28 

Table  Covers  (coloured)  . 

4 

Table  Covers  (oil  cloth) 

8 

Window  Curtains 

4 

Window  Blinds 

.  18 

Window  Line  .  . 

(gross)  6 

W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Cleek,  &c. 
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W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Glebe:,  &c. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM,  1358. 


AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  EMPLOYED, 
AND  ESTIMATED  VALUE  OF  LABOUR. 


Daily 

Aggregate 

Rate 

Males,  how  employed. 

Average 

for  the 

per 

Total  Value. 

Number. 

Year. 

Day. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

On  the  Grounds  and  moving  earth 

25 

7,658 

4d. 

127 

12 

8 

At  the  Farm  .... 

4 

1,248 

4d. 

20 

16 

0 

Breaking  Stones  &  Mending  Roads 

0 

395 

4d. 

6 

11 

8 

Employed  in  the  Galleries 

29 

9,303 

2d. 

77 

10 

6 

House,  Surgery,  and  Gate  Porters 

3 

954 

4d. 

15 

18 

0 

Town  Porters  .... 

0 

356 

4d. 

5 

18 

‘8 

Attendant  .... 

1 

365 

Is. 

18 

5 

0 

Upholsters  .... 

0 

310 

6d. 

7 

15 

0 

Tailors  .... 

0 

433 

6d. 

10 

16 

6 

In  the  Med.  Sup.’s  House 

1 

365 

6d. 

9 

% 

7 

,,  General  Stores  . 

0 

405 

4d. 

6 

15 

0 

„  Coal  Stores 

3 

1,018 

6d. 

25 

9 

0 

„  General  Kitchen 

0 

420 

3d. 

5 

5 

0 

„  Bakehouse 

0 

367 

6d. 

9 

3 

6 

,,  Carpenter’s  Shop 
,,  Engineer’s  Shop 

0 

468 

6d. 

11 

14 

0 

0 

129 

6d. 

3 

4 

6 

At  Painting  and  Whitewashing 

0 

315 

6d. 

7 

17 

6 

Grinding  Malt  or  Com 

0 

81 

4d. 

1 

7 

0 

• 

Total 

24,590 

371 

2 

0| 

Daily 

Aggregate 

Rate 

Females,  how  employed. 

Average 

for  the 

per 

Total  Value. 

Number. 

Year. 

Day. 

At  Needlework 

63 

19,593 

2d. 

£. 

163 

6‘. 

5 

d. 

6 1 

,,  Knitting 

16 

4,976 

Id. 

20 

14 

8 ' 

„  Laundry  .... 

25 

7,775 

4d. 

129 

11 

8  1 

„  Kitchen  .... 

8 

2,488 

4d. 

41 

9 

4L 

„  House  Cleaning  . 

3 

933 

Id. 

3 

17 

9 

„  Gallery  Cleaning 

18 

5,598 

l|d. 

34 

19 

9 

' 1 '  "■*  3”*  * - 

Total 

132 

41,363 

393 

h- 1 

GO 

8- 

W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clekk,  Ac. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


DAILY  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OE  PATIENTS, 

WITH  THE  WEEKLY  COST  EOR  EACH  QUARTER, 

THE  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1858, 

AND  THE  AVERAGE  COST  PEE  WEEK  EOE  THE  SAME. 


Daily  average  number  of  Patients  for  the  Quarter 
ending  March  .... 

Weekly  Cost  per  Patient  for  the  same  period 

335 

7s.llfd. 

Daily  average  number  of  Patients  for  the  Quarter 
ending  June  ..... 
Weekly  Cost  per  Patient  for  the  same  period 

346 

7s.l0id. 

Daily  average  number  of  Patients  for  the  Quarter 
ending  September  .... 

Weekly  Cost  per  Patient  for  the  same  period 

349 

7s. 6d. 

Daily  average  number  of  Patients  for  the  Quarter 
ending  December  .... 

Weekly  Cost  per  Patient  for  the  same  period 

351 

7s.l0|d. 

Daily  average  number  of  Patients  for  the  Year 
Average  Weekly  Cost  per  Patient  for  the  Year 

345 

7s.9-|d. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  COST  PER  PATIENT  PER  WEEK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1858. 

Provisions,  Drugs,  Wine,  &c.,  &c.,  per  Patient  .  8  5 

Provisions  for  Officers,  Attendants,  and  Servants  .  0  5 

House  and  other  Expenses,  with  wear  and  tear  of 

Furniture  .  .  .  .  .18 

Patients’  Clothing,  with  repairs  of  the  same  .  0  6 

Salaries  and  Wages  .  .  .  .18 

Total  7  10 

Less  for  Produce,  Goods  sold,  &c.  .  .  .  0  11 

Actual  Cost  per  Patient  per  Week  .  .  6  lOf 


W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clerk,  Ac. 
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INCOME  AND  EXPENDITUKE  El 
Income. 


Heads  of  Income. 


To  Parishes  and  Unions,' 
for  Maintenance,  Cloth¬ 
ing,  Medicine,  and  care 
of  Patients . 


To  Private  Patients,  for’ 
Maintenance,  Medicine, 
Attendance,  &c. 


To  Sundries  Sold  from  the) 
House . / 


To  Repayments  for  Fu-' 
neral  Expenses  and 
Certifying  Patients  . 


To  Balance  on  Farm  ajc. 


March  31. 

June  30. 

September  30. 

December  31. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1731  0  3 

1824  1  9 

1742  16  7 

1745  15  10 

165  3  3 

155  14  8 

164  5  4 

181  13  2 

20  10  1 

7  15  0 

14  16  10 

17  17  0 

6  17  0 

5  0  0 

4  0  0 

2  1  0 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1923  10  7  1992  11  5 

1925  18  9 

1947  7  0 

Totad. 


£.  s.  d 


7043  14 


666  16 


60  18  1 


I 


17  18 


7922  8 


Total 
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UNATIC  A  S  Y  I,  U  M  . 


YUARY  1st  TO  DECEMBER  31st,  1858. 

■ 


Heads  of  Expeniture. 


Meat  . 

Flour  . 

Tea,  Coffee,  and  Chicory 

Butter  and  Cheese . 

Sugars . 

Beer,  Ale,  and  Porter  . . 

Wines  and  Spirits . 

Fish,  Poultry,  and  Game 
Potatoes  &  other  Vegetables 
Oatmeal  and  Split  Peas. .  . . 
Arrowroot,  Rice,  and  Sago 
Currants,  Raisins,  and  Fruit 

Milk  and  Eggs  . . 

Vinegar,  Salt,  Mustard, 

and  Pepper . 

Spices  and  Treacle . 

Tobacco  and  Snuff . 


} 


Drugs 


House  and  other  Expenses. 

Coal . 

Gas . 

Firewood  and  Matches  . .  . . 

Candles  . 

Soap,  Soda,  Starch, and  Blue 
Brushes,  &  Scouring  Flannel 
Blacking,  Black  Lead,  and  ) 

Bath  Bricks  . / 

Hair  Brushes  and  Combs  . . 
Stamps,  Books,  Printing,) 

and  Stationery  . / 

Salaries  and  Wages  . 

Patients’  Clothing . 

Certifying  Patients  and) 

Expenses . / 

Wear  and  Tear  of  Furni-  ) 
ture,  &c.  ) 

Taxes  and  Insurance . 

Sundries . 

Advances  for  Private) 

Patients  . / 

Funeral  Expenses  . 

Balance  on  Farm  a/c . 

Balance  . 


March  31. 

June  30. 

September 

30. 

December 

31. 

Total. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

287 

11 

6 

301 

15 

0 

298 

8 

8 

319 

19 

44207 

14 

6 

180 

0 

0 

191 

15 

0 

140 

6 

0 

159 

13 

0 

671 

14 

0 

40 

18 

4 

44 

15 

4 

37 

19 

5 

42 

0 

9 

165 

13 

10 

113 

16 

11 

1 15 

13 

4 

116 

11 

7 

114 

11 

5 

460 

13 

3 

27 

11 

9 

25 

18 

11 

29 

6 

5 

29 

5 

2 

112 

2 

3 

87 

14 

7 

86 

7 

8 

83 

18 

6 

80 

6 

0 

338 

6 

9 

1 

4 

0 

1 

9 

4 

2 

5 

4 

4 

5 

10 

9 

4 

6 

8 

12 

8 

2 

6 

10 

4 

9 

11 

11 

0 

8 

26 

10 

1 

75 

15 

4 

70 

18 

3 

64 

11 

4 

54 

5 

0 

265 

9 

11 

2 

1 

1 

l 

14 

10 

1 

19 

0 

2 

0 

4 

7 

15 

3 

5 

6 

9 

16 

13 

8 

3 

8 

8 

2 

4 

10 

27 

13 

11 

7 

6 

2 

6 

11 

2 

14 

2 

5 

10 

13 

0 

38 

12 

9 

23 

2 

9 

23 

9 

1 

22 

2 

8 

20 

7 

6 

89 

2 

0 

2 

13 

9 

3 

9 

9 

3 

7 

8 

3 

12 

8 

13 

3 

10 

0 

13 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

10 

4 

5 

12 

9 

12 

17 

8 

7 

13 

4 

7 

2 

8 

7 

12 

6 

8 

2 

9 

30 

11 

3 

10 

1 

6 

10 

7 

4 

17 

11 

4 

12 

16 

3 

50 

16 

5 

82 

17 

6 

100 

15 

0 

104 

0 

0 

112 

0 

0 

399 

12 

6 

53 

0 

0 

15 

5 

6 

11 

0 

0 

54 

5 

10 

133 

11 

4 

10 

2 

0 

13 

5 

0 

11 

0 

0 

34 

7 

0 

1 

18 

0 

0 

17 

5 

1 

2 

11 

2 

2 

11 

6 

1 

3 

21 

17 

0 

23 

19 

5 

23 

1 

0 

19 

16 

8 

88 

14 

1 

14 

7 

10 

15 

7 

9 

14 

5 

6 

16 

2 

4 

60 

3 

5 

0 

15 

3 

0 

16 

11 

0 

15 

5 

0 

13 

3 

3 

0 

10 

0 

11 

3 

0 

11 

7 

0 

4 

1 

0 

9 

0 

1 

15 

11 

15 

1 

11 

20 

10 

5 

19 

13 

10 

10 

7 

6 

65 

13 

8 

360 

9 

0 

370 

15 

0 

377 

3 

30 

388 

19 

5 

1497 

7 

3 

127 

11 

3 

121 

2 

3 

99 

3 

10 

123 

5 

2 

471 

2 

6 

1 

2 

0 

2 

11 

0 

1 

0 

6 

1 

10 

5 

6 

3 

1J 

171 

0 

3 

163 

3 

5 

175 

1 

8 

175 

1 

4 

684 

6 

8 

5 

14 

4 

5 

14 

4 

5 

14 

4 

*7 

t 

11 

10 

24 

14 

10 

3 

16 

7 

3 

15 

5 

7 

5 

7 

6 

7 

11 

21 

5 

6 

3 

19 

7 

1 

19 

10 

16 

6 

8 

3 

6 

6 

25 

12 

7 

5 

4 

0 

3 

6 

0 

3 

6 

0 

2 

1 

0 

13 

17 

0 

. 

. 

• 

• 

133 

0 

5 

172 

1 

2 

218 

8 

8 

201 

16 

10 

131 

8 

8 

723 

15 

4 

1923 

10 

7 

1992 

11 

5 

1925 

18 

9 

1947 

7 

0 

7922 

8 

2 

W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clebk,  Ac. 
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BIRMINGHAM  I  *  O  11  O  IT  G 


FAEM 


3m  amt  e. 

To  30  Fat  Beasts  slaughtered  at  the  Farm,  22,789  lbs.  Beef  . . 

,,  116  Fat  Sheep  ,,  ,,  10,186  lbs.  Mutton 

,,  79  Fat  and  Porket  Pigs  ,,  12,418  lbs.  Pork  . . 

,,  7  Calves  ,,  ,,  722  lbs.  Yeal  .. 

,,  219  lbs.  Pork  sold . 

,,  1  Calf  sold . . . 

,,  Hides,  Skins,  Fat,  and  Pigs’  Bellies  ditto  . 

,,  1891|  Gallons  of  New  Milk  ditto  to  Borough  Prison  . 

,,  2402  Gallons  of  Milk  supplied  to  Asylum . 

,,  420J  lbs.  of  Fresh  Butter  „  ,,  . 

„  2203  Eggs  „  „  . . 

„  Poultry  „  „ 

,,  Green  Vegetables  ,,  ,,  . 

,,  Butter,  Milk,  Potatoes,  &c.,  supplied  to  Farm  Man . 

„  1082  bushels  of  Potatoes  (grovA  on  Land)  . 

,,  27g  tons  of  Mangold  Wur?el  . 

,,  4  Tons  of  Swedes  . 

,,  Crop  of  Ilay  . 

,,  120  Bushels  of  Pig  Potatoes . 

,,  Manure  made  at  the  Farm  . 

,,  Use  of  Hog . 

,,  Live  Stock  and  Provender,  as  per  Valuation . 

,,  Trespass . 


£. 

s. 

d. 

369 

14 

6 

254 

13 

0 

312 

9 

0 

18 

1 

0 

5 

9 

6 

1 

0 

0 

119 

2 

10 

94 

11 

9 

80 

1 

4 

21 

0 

6 

9 

3 

7 

8 

15 

0 

4 

15 

0 

7 

16 

0 

163 

3 

3 

27 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

213 

4 

6 

0 

2 

6 

£1,961  7  9 
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NATIC  ASYLUM. 


ACCOUNT,  1858. 

£.  s.  d. 

By  Live  Stock  and  Provender,  as  per  Valuation,  Dec.  31,  3857. .  274  13  0 

,,  30  Fat  Beasts  and  Milking  Cows  purchased .  550  0  0 

,,  116  Fat  Sheep  .  254  4  0 

,,  3  Fat  Calves . 7  17  0 

„  279 \  cwt.  Sharps  .  109  9  0 

,,  20§  cwt.  Bran . 6  15  10 

,,  5  bags  of  Beans  .  4  15  0 

,,  8  ditto  Oats . 6  15  6 

„  11  ditto  Barley .  9  9  0 

,,  4  ditto  Peas  . 3  11  6 

,,  4  ditto  Wheat . 3  10  6 

„  8  ditto  Malt  Dust .  1  12  0 

„  5  Sacks  Indian  Meal . 5  0  0 

„  24  ditto  Barley  Meal .  23  12  0 

„  1  ditto  Bean  Meal . 1  2  0 

,,  10  cwt.  Oil  Cake  .  5  17  6 

,,  4J  ditto  Rice .  2  5  0 

„  18  6\  ditto  Hay  (purchased) .  39  15  0 

„  158J  ditto  Straw  (ditto)  .  25  13  10 

„  1 385  bushels  Grains  (ditto) .  23  4  2 

,,  788  ditto  ditto  (from  the  House) . 14  15  6 

„  2  tons  2  cwt.  13  lbs.  Seed  Potatoes  (purchased)  . 45  18  3 

,,  36  bushels  Seed  Potatoes  (from  the  House)  .  9  0  0 

„  6  ditto  Potatoes  (deficiency  of  last  year) .  1  10  0 

,,  12  Months’  Wash  from  the  Asylum  and  Borough  Prison  ..  20  0  0 

,,  Seeds  (purchased) .  1  1  5 

,,  Refuse  Vegetables  from  the  Garden  .  0  14  9 

,,  34  tons  3  cwt.  1  qr.  Coal,  used  at  the  Farm .  13  4  7 

„  Manure  (purchased) .  12  7  8 

„  Implements  (ditto)  .  2  16  2 

,,  Rent  of  Land .  25  0  0 

,,  Rates  and  Taxes  .  7  16  10 

,,  Veterinary,  Horse  Shoeing,  Repairs  of  Implements,  &c .  15  3  8 

„  Cleaning  out  Canal  (contents  going  to  Grass  Land) .  3  9  0 

,,  Extra  Labour . . .  35  12  0 

,,  52  Weeks’  Wages  to  Farm  Man  and  Wife .  78  0  0 

,,  52  ditto  ditto  to  2  Farm  Labourers . 104  0  0 

,,  369  bushels  of  Potatoes  (rotted  in  Burrow)  .  55  7  0 

,,  Per  Centage  on  Farm  and  Garden  Implements .  14  15  2 

,,  Per  Centage  on  Farm  Buildings,  Repairs .  4  1  9 

,,  Balance  on  the  Year’s  transactions .  137  12  2 


£1961  7  9 


W.  F.  KNIGHT,  Clerk,  &c. 


BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

PATIENTS  IN  THE  ASYLUM  JANUARY  1st,  1858,  WITH  ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES, 

DEATHS,  &o.  FOR  THE  YEAR. 
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MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  has  the  honour  to  lay  before  the 
Committee  of  Visitors  his  Eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
and  management  of  the  Asylum. 

During  the  year  which  has  just  expired  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Asylum  has  been  good ;  its  inmates  having  enjoyed  a 
perfect  freedom  from  any  epidemic  disease.  It  has  been  main¬ 
tained  in  excellent  working  order,  and  its  humane  objects  have 
been  carried  out  at  least  as  efficiently  as  in  any  previous  year. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  two  ‘occur¬ 
rences  of  a  painful  nature,  which  will  be  specially  noticed  in  a 
future  part  of  the  Report,  cast  a  gloom,  for  a  time,  over  the 
whole  establishment. 

The  admissions  during  the  year  have  been  166 — 92  males 
and  74  females — which,  together  with  the  330  left  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year,  make  a  total  of  496  patients  wffio  have 
been  under  treatment.  Of  this  number  79  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  recovered,  being  47  per  cent,  upon  the  admissions, 
and  six  more  than  in  any  former  year  ;  22  were  re-admissions, 
7  of  that  number  having  relapsed  within  the  year ;  and  29  were 
private  patients.  The  average  daily  number  was  345 ;  the 
highest  number  on  any  one  day  356  ;  the  lowest  329. 

There  are  now  855  patients  in  the  Asylum,  with  the  almost 
certain  prospect  of  a  regular  increase  ;  whereas,  it  was  not 
designed  by  the  architect  to  contain,  at  the  most,  more  than 
320.  This  fact  shews  the  urgent  necessity  there  is  for  that 
extension  of  the  building  which  was  lately  resolved  upou,  and 
for  which  arrangements  are  now  in  progress. 
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Table  III  again  exhibits  the  stationary  condition  of  the  old 
cases.  Of  196  admitted  during  the  first  six  years,  and  which 
were  remaining  in  the  Asylum  on  the  1st  of  January,  1858, 
16  only  have  been  disposed  of,  leaving  180  of  that  number  still 
in  the  house.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Asylum  is  filling  with 
chronic  incurable  cases,  which,  as  will  be  seen  in  table  IV, 
amount  to  285  in  number,  or  80  per  cent.  And  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  20  per  cent,  it  is  not  expected  that  more  than  one-half, 
probably  not  so  many,  will  ultimately  recover,  so  that  these 
would  have  been  more  correctly  designated  “  possibly  ”  rather 
than  “  probably  curable.” 

As  regards  the  causes  of  disease,  in  as  many  as  58,  a  larger 
number  than  usual,  no  cause  whatever  has  been  stated,  or  has 
been  fully  ascertained  by  subsequent  inquiry.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  good  reason  to  suppose  that  many  of  these  cases  were  due 
to  the  privation  and  distress  resulting  from  the  badness  of 
trade.  In  nearly  all  the  cases  where  any  information  could  be 
obtained  it  was  found  that  shortness  of  work,  and  the  anxiety* 
and  meagre  diet  consequent  thereupon,  had  preceded  the  out¬ 
break.  Inebriety  occupies  about  the  same  position  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  reports,  and  probably  some  of  the  unassigned  cases  are 
due,  at  least  in  part,  to  the  same  cause.  The  case  attributed 
to  imprisonment  was  considered  to  be  a  well-marked  instance 
of  insanity  arising  from  solitary  confinement.  22  cases  are 
attributed  to  epilepsy  or  other  cerebral  disease. 

The  mortality  has  been  small.  In  all,  36  deaths  have 
occurred,  which  is  21*6  per  cent,  upon  the  admissions,  and  7’25 
upon  the  total  number  under  treatment.  Among  the  causes  of 
death  general  paralysis,  as  usual,  takes  the  lead — one-third 
being  due  to  that  intractable  and  hopeless  form  of  disease ; 
consumption  carried  off  7 ;  and  three  cases  terminated  by 
mortification  of  the  limbs,  which  in  two  had  commenced  before 
their  admission.  The  death  assigned  to  erisypelas  was  also 
similar  in  its  immediate  termination.  This  patient,  who  was 
somewhat  advanced  in  life,  had  long  suffered  from  disease  of 
the  knee  joint,  which  had  kept  her  in  bed  for  many  months, 
and  was  gradually  carrying  her  to  the  grave.  Inflammation  of 
erysypelatous  character  set  up  around  the  joint,  extended  up 
the  thigh,  and  caused  sloughs,  which  speedily  proved  fatal. 

In  three  cases  inquests  were  held.  The  first  was  on  a 
suicide.  A  young  married  woman  plunged  a  pair  of  scissors 
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into  her  throat,  producing  death  from  suffocation;  blood  having 
flowed  into  the  windpipe  and  bronchial  tubes  to  such  an  extent 
as  completely  to  block  them  up  and  put  a  stop  to  respiration. 
This  patient  soon  after  her  admission  made  frantic  efforts  to 
destroy  herself,  but  at  the  time  of  her  death  she  seemed  to 
have  lost  the  suicidal  propensity.  Still  it  is  satisfactory  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  careful  investigation  which  was  made  into 
all  the  circumstances  shewed  that,  though  the  patient  appeared 
to  be  convalescent,  there  had  been  no  relaxation  of  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  her  attendant.  This  is  the  second  suicide  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  Asylum.  These  cases  engender  a  degree 
of  anxious  solicitude  in  the  minds  of  all  engaged  in  their  super¬ 
vision  and  management,  which  no  one  can  fully  appreciate  who 
has  not  been  in  a  like  position.  With  those  who  are  known  to 
be  suicidal,  however  desperate  their  attempts  may  be,  it  is  a 
comparatively  easy  matter  to  prevent  mischief;  but  where  the 
patient  has  wit  and  cunning  enough  to  conceal  his  intention,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  his  planning  its  accomplishment,  it  is  far 
more  difficult.  It  will  not  be  altogether  out  of  place  to  relate 
briefly  a  case  in  point,  which  occurred  in  the  Asylum  some 
years  ago. 

The  patient,  also  a  married  woman,  had  made  several 
attempts  to  take  away  her  life,  but  after  a  time  her  feelings 
appeared  to  have  changed.  She  became  more  cheerful,  talked 
and  acted  rationally,  and  was  then  removed  to  a  convalescent 
ward,  where,  one  morning,  the  Superintendent  found  her  walk¬ 
ing  by  herself  in  such  a  state  of  unusual  glee  as  to  excite  his 
suspicion  that  she  had  some  sinister  design  in  view.  He 
therefore  cautioned  the  nurse  not  to  lose  sight  of  her,  and 
most  fortunate  was  it  he  did  so,  for  very  soon  after  he  was 
summoned  to  the  ward  with  the  startling  message  that  Mrs. 
H.  had  hanged  herself.  She  had  got  hold  of  a  skipping-rope, 
which  she  had  concealed  in  her  pocket,  and  this  it  was  that  had 
so  elated  her.  She  watched  her  opportunity,  and  when  the 
nurse  was  engaged  in  a  distant  part  of  the  gallery  she  walked 
quietly  iuto  the  store  closet,  as  if  for  some  legitimate  purpose, 
fastened  the  rope  to  a  shelf,  and  then  suspended  herself  by  the 
neck.  Being  there  longer  than  there  could  be  any  occasion  for, 
the  nurse  went  in,  and  found  her  hangiug  to  the  shelf  apparently 
dead.  She  was  indeed  nearly  strangled ;  another  minute  would 
have  probably  sufficed  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  deed,  an^ 
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had  she  not  betrayed  herself  by  her  manner  she  would  have 
succeeded.  This  case  shews,  and  many  parallel  ones  might  be 
cited,  how  easy  it  is  for  a  cunning  patient  to  elude  the  greatest 
practicable  amount  of  vigilance,  and  how  a  small  oversight  may 
lead  to  disastrous  consequences. 

The  second  inquest  was  on  an  epileptic  patient,  who  was 
also  the  subject  of  pulmonary  emphysema.  She  died  in  the 
coma  following  a  fit,  surrounded  by  patients  and  in  the  presence 
of  a  nurse.  The  last  inquest  was  in  a  case  of  death  from  vio¬ 
lence.  J.  B.,  a  patient  admitted  the  day  before,  certified  to  be 
suicidal,  but  not  dangerous  to  others,  suddenly  seized  upon  a 
fellow  patient,  and,  under  the  idea  that  he  was  attacking  the 
devil,  hurled  him  to  the  ground.  In  the  fall  the  man’s  right 
temple  impinged  upon  a  bench  fixed  to  a  wall,  causing,  by  the 
“  contre  coup,”  a  rupture  of  the  left  cavernous  sinus,  from 
whence  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was  poured  out,  covering  the 
whole  of  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain.  He  lived  eighteen 
hours.  The  man  who  committed  the  act,  though  he  has 
recovered,  is  not  yet  aware  that  he  has  caused  the  death  of  a 
fellow  creature. 

Some  efforts  have  lately  been  made  to  find  a  greater  amount 
of  employment  for  the  male  patients.  A  few  have  been 
employed  as  tailors,  and  a  much  larger  number  than  before, 
ranging  from  36  to  nearly  60,  have  been  engaged  in  some  kind 
of  out-door  work.  The  want  of  room,  however,  is,  at  present, 
an  obstacle  to  any  great  share  of  success  as  regards  in-door 
work,  a  difficulty  which  it  is  hoped  the  contemplated  new  build¬ 
ings  will  speedily  remove. 

Signed,  THOS.  GBEEN, 

Medical  Superintendent. 

January  20,  1859. 
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TABLE  I. 


SUMMARY  OE  ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  AND 
DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1858. 


Private. 

M.  F. 

Pauper. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Patients  in  the  House,  | 

13 

143 

167 

7 

156  174 

330 

January  1,  1858  .  j 

Admitted  during  that  year  . 

21 

8 

71 

66 

92 

74 

166 

34  15 

214 

233 

248 

248 

496 

Discharged  Recovered 

12 

2 

32 

33" 

„  Improved  . 

3 

1 

4 

4 

„  Unimproved  . 

4 

2 

3 

3 

y  79 

62 

141 

„  By  Escape 

1 

1 

„  By  Death 

1 

2 

18 

15 

j 

Remaining  on  the  1st  of) 
January,  1859  .  .  i 

13 

8 

156 

178 

169 

186 

355 

Average  daily  number,  164  Males,  181  Females — Total  345. 


TABLE  II. 

TOTAL  ADMISSIONS,  DEATHS,  AND  DISCHARGES. 
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95 

1 
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rH 
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tF 
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CO 

cq 

CO 
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VO 

o 

CH 

A 

a 

19 

48 

62 

79 

76 

61 

73 

75 

79 

572 

CD 

Total 

VO 

10 

29 

18 

22 

rH 

18 

10 

14 
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Sh 
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s 
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vo 

rH 

CO 

11 

CO 

VO 

55 

f3 

p 

a 

VO 

vo 

15 

12 

11 

rH 

05 

85 

DISCHARGES. 

Total 

rH 

CO 

15 

16 

11 

11 

11 

12 

06 

QD 

> 

O 

u 

Ph 

P 

i 

t> 

CO 

05 

CO 

1 

VO 

38 

P 

M 

a 

rH 

Cl 

00 

HH 

i> 

VO 

t> 

II 

r> 

52 

Total 

CO 

00 

CO 

rF 

73 

67 

59 

57 

57 

79 

VO 

05 

HF 

CD 

rH 

CD 

i> 

O 

<D 

CO 

27 

31 

cq 

^f 

37 

00 

CD 

HF 

cq 

28 

35 

255 

a 

CO 

21 

15 

31 

30 

31 

33 

29 

ff 

o 

cq 

Total 

10 

31 

CO 

47 

CO 

hF 

28 

T8 

!  40 

CO 

CO 
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Deaths. 

CO 
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CO 

rH 

■  ex 
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rH 

10 
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rH 

rH 

G- 

rH 

111 

a 
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^f 

CM 

32 

28 

18 

19 
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cq 
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VO 
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rH 

TO 

Total 
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HH 
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rH 
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TABLE  III. 


Shewing  how  the  Patients  remaining  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1858,  from  each  Year’s  Admissions,  have  been  disposed  of  during 
that  Year. 


Number  of  Patients  remaining 
from  the  Admissions  of 

Cured. 

Improved 

Unim¬ 

proved. 

Died, 

Still 

remain. 

1850—87 

3 

— 

— 

3 

81 

1851—32 

— 

— 

— 

1 

31 

1852—23 

— 

— 

2 

21 

1853—19 

1 

1 

— 

— 

17 

1854—25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 

1855—26 

— 

— . 

1 

25 

1856—31 

4 

— • 

— 

4 

23 

1857—87 

20 

3 

4 

11 

49 

330 

29 

5 

5 

23 

268 

TABLE  IY. 


STATE  OE  PATIENTS  IN  THE  ASYLUM  ON  THE 

31st  OF  DECEMBER. 


As  to  probability  of  Recovery  < 

\  Curable  . 

)  Incurable 

M. 

29 

140 

F. 

41 

145 

TOTAL 

70 

285 

C  Married 

Sv 

« 

55 

66 

—  355 

121 

Social  State  4  Single 

•  • 

102 

101 

203 

y  Widowed 

, 

12 

19 

31 

Epileptics 

•  • 

40 

31 

—  355 

71 

Paralytics 

• 

16 

7 

23 

Congenital  Imbeciles 

•  • 

12 

4 

16 

Criminal  Lunatics 

4 

3 

7 

10 

87 


TABLE  Y. 


FORM  OF  DISORDER  IN  THE  166  CASES 
ADMITTED  IN  1858. 


Mania 

M. 

.  51 

f. 

45 

Total 

96 

Ditto  with  Paralysis  . 

.*  .13 

2 

15 

Ditto  with  Epilepsy 

.  7 

4 

11 

Melancholia 

11 

12 

23 

Ditto  with  Paralysis 

.  .  .  .  2 

0 

2 

Dementia 

5 

3 

8 

Ditto  with  Paralysis 

2 

6 

8 

Ditto  with  Epilepsy  . 

1 

2 

3 

92  74  166 


TABLE  YI. 

DERATION  OF  DISORDER  AT 

THE  TIME 

OF 

ADMISSION. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Not  exceeding  One  Month 

.  40 

32 

72 

,,  „  Three  Months 

13 

15 

28 

Six 

,j  55  j,  .  . 

.  9 

10 

19 

„  „  Twelve  „ 

12 

5 

17 

,5  „  Two  Years 

.  8 

3 

11 

Above  two  years 

10 

9 

19 

92 

74 

166 

Cases  of  more  than  One  Attack  . 

.  14 

9 

23 

TABLE  VII. 

AGES  OF  THE  166  PATIENTS  ON  ADMISSION. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  15  .... 

.  1 

1 

2 

From  15  to  20 

6 

8 

14 

„  20  „  30  . 

.  18 

16 

34 

„  30  „  40 

22 

22 

44 

55  40  55  50  .... 

.  23 

21 

44 

5,  50  55  60 

16 

2 

18 

5,  60.  55  70 

.  6 

4 

10 

92  74  166 
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TABLE  VIII. 

* 

CIVIL  AND  BELIGIOUS  CONDITION. 


f  Married 

Social  State  <  Single 

• 

M. 

.  51 

F. 

40 

Total 

91 

e 

34 

30 

64 

(  Widowed 

• 

.  7 

4 

11 

— 

166 

Of  Fair  Education 

• 

5 

0 

5 

Able  to  Bead  and  Write 

• 

.  66 

40 

106 

Able  to  Bead  only 

• 

7 

16 

23 

Uneducated 

• 

.  14 

18 

32 

— 

166 

Established  Church 

• 

61 

52 

113 

Protestant  Dissenters 

• 

.  20 

12 

32 

Boman  Catholic 

• 

10 

10 

20 

Jewish 

• 

.  1 

0 

1 

— 

166 

TABLE 

IX. 

SUPPOSED  CAUSES 

OF  DISOBDEB. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Impoverishment  and  Trouble 

• 

15 

3 

18 

Epilepsy 

• 

• 

6 

11 

17 

Apoplexy 

• 

0 

1 

1 

Paralysis 

1 

1 

2 

Injury  to  Head 

2 

0 

2 

Drinking 

24 

3 

27 

Old  Age 

0 

1 

1 

Fever 

0 

2 

2 

Puerperal 

0 

8 

8 

Beligious  Enthusiasm 

2 

4 

6 

Over  Work 

5 

1 

6 

Death  of  Belatives 

1 

5 

6 

Love  Disappointment 

2 

2 

4 

Fright 

0 

2 

2 

Husband’s  Ill-usage 

0 

1 

1 

Jealousy 

0 

1 

1 

Tapeworm 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital 

* 

1 

0 

1 

Imprisonment 

0 

1 

1 

Imprisonment  of  Husband 

« 

0 

1 

1 

Unascertained 

32 

26 

58 

92 

74 

166 

Hereditary  Disposition 

• 

19 

15 

34 

39 


TABLE  X. 

PREVIOUS  OCCUPATION  OF  PATIENTS 
ADMITTED  IN  1858. 


Mechanics  and  Artisans  . 

M. 

.37 

F. 

6 

Total 

43 

Wives  of  ditto 

0 

31 

31 

Labourers 

.  10 

0 

10 

Bricklayers 

2 

0 

2 

Clerks 

.  .  .  4 

0 

4 

Tradesmen  and  Shopkeepers 

8 

1 

9 

Hawkers 

3 

0 

3 

Shoemakers  . 

4 

0 

4 

Tailors 

.  1 

0 

1 

Saddlers 

3 

0 

3 

Accountant 

.  1 

0 

1 

Batchers 

2 

0 

2 

Painters  . 

.  .  .  3 

0 

3 

Bill  Sticker  . 

1 

0 

1 

Bakers 

2 

0 

2 

Cab  Driver  . 

1 

0 

1 

Publicans 

.  .  .  3 

0 

3 

Warehouse  . 

1 

3 

4 

Tutors 

2 

0 

2 

Prostitute 

0 

1 

1 

Domestic  Servants 

0 

14 

14 

In-door  Paupers 

0 

3 

3 

Leech  Bleeders  . 

0 

2 

2 

Charwoman  . 

0 

2 

2 

Dress  Makers 

0 

3 

3 

Professional  Singer  . 

0 

1 

1 

No  Employment  . 

.  .  «  4 

7 

11 

92 

74 

166 

TABLE  XI. 

DISCHARGES  ON  RECOVERY,  WITH  DURATION 
AND  FORM  OF  INSANITY. 


Sex. 

• 

Age. 

Duration  of  Insanity. 

Form  of  Malady. 

Before  Admission. 

After  Admission. 

M. 

48 

19  years  in  confinement 

8  years  140  days 

Mania,  criminal 

V 

53 

Two  weeks 

5  years  122  days 

Mania 

V 

18 

Two  weeks 

1  year  43  days 

Mania 

V 

50 

Two  years  and  half 

1  year  10  days 

Mania 

43 

Seven  days 

342  days 

Mania 

46 

Unknown 

343  davs 

Mania,  criminal 

40 

Two  months 

156  days 

Melancholia 

17 

A  week 

143  days 

Acute  Mania 

V 

38 

Several  weeks 

83  davs 

Mania 

77 

19 

Three  weeks 

275  days 

Do.  acute,  with  epilepsy 

36 

Two  weeks 

172  days 

Mania 

77 

33 

A  few  days 

30  days 

Mania 

77 

30 

Three  weeks 

57  days 

Mania 

77 

42 

One  week 

87  days 

Mania,  acute 

77 

34 

Unknown 

99  days 

Mania,  partial,  criminal 

77 

57 

Three  months 

89  days 

Mania,  partial 

77 

40 

Four  days 

33  days 

Mania,  a  potu 

77 

67 

Three  days 

60  days 

Melancholia 

77 

42 

Ten  days 

136  days 

Mania 

77 

32 

One  week 

80  days 

Melancholia 

77 

48 

One  week 

30  days 

Mania,  a  potu 

77 

24 

Four  days 

88  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

25 

Unknown 

16  days 

Mania 

77 

28 

Six  weeks 

92  days 

Mania 

77 

30 

Seven  weeks 

24  days 

Mania 

77 

52 

Two  months 

125  days 

Melancholia 

77 

45 

Several  days 

16  days 

Mania,  a  potu 

77 

32 

Several  days 

95  days 

Melancholia 

77 

50 

A  few  days 

65  days 

Mania 

77 

53 

Two  days 

32  days 

Mania 

77 

48 

Four  days 

21  days 

Mania 

7? 

28 

A  few  days 

20  days 

Mania,  a  potu 

77 

51 

Seven  weeks 

2  years 

Mania 

77 

40 

Five  weeks 

302  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

38 

Nine  months 

170  days 

Mania 

77 

54 

A  week 

161  days 

Melancholia! 

7J 

27 

Two  weeks 

8  days 

Mania,  a  potu 

77 

40 

Six  days 

42  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

54 

A  week 

94  days 

Mania  recurrent 

77 

24 

A  year 

138  days 

Mania 

77 

60 

Two  days 

14  days 

Mania  a  potu 

77 

18 

One  day 

37  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

46 

One  day 

35  days 

Mania  recurrent 

77 

46 

Four  days 

73  days 

Mania  recurrent 

F. 

31 

Some  years 

7  years  244  days 

Morbid  irascibility 

77 

28 

Four  years 

7  years  296  days 

Ditto  and  epilepsy 

77 

44 

A  month 

3  years  317  days 

Mania 

77 

39 

Unknown 

1  year  353  days 

Suicidal  monomania 

77 

51 

Two  weeks 

1  year  163  days 

Mania 

77 

31 

Ten  days 

1  year  14  days 

Pueroeral  mania 

77 

39 

Some  weeks 

1  year 

Mania 

77 

54 

Twelve  days 

196  days 

Melancholia 

77 

26 

Two  years 

333  days 

Melancholia 

77 

48 

Two  weeks 

148  days 

Mania 

77 

49 

One  week 

124  days 

Melancholia 

77 

30 

Six  months 

222  days 

Mania 

77 

19 

Five  weeks 

75  days 

Mania 

77 

31 

Four  days 

82  days 

Melancholia 

77 

30 

Four  days 

79  days 

Melancholia 

77 

39 

Fourteen  months 

158  days 

Melancholia 

77 

29 

One  day 

73  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

34 

One  week 

54  days 

Mania 

77 

48 

Two  weeks 

57  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

22 

Ten  days 

59  days 

Puerperal  mania 

77 

68 

Seven  months 

49  days 

Mania 

77 

26 

A  few  days 

115  days 

Acute  mania 

77 

17 

Six  weeks 

179  days 

Melancholia 

77 

17 

Ten  days 

56  days 

Mania 

77 

17 

Five  weeks 

127  days 

Mania 

77 

60 

Nine  days 

30  days 

Mania 

77 

32 

Fourteen  days 

109  days 

Mania 

77 

44 

A  few  weeks 

91  days 

Mania 

77 

22 

Two  years 

34  days 

Mania 

77 

30 

Two  weeks 

173  days 

Melancholia 

77 

45 

A  few  days 

33  days 

Mania  a  potu 

77 

47 

Unknown 

81  days 

Mania 

77 

31 

Nine  days 

70  days 

Mania 

77 

68 

Two  months 

38  days 

Melancholia 

77 

37 

Three  months 

122  days 

Mania 

TABLE  XII  -  OBITUARY. 
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Average  Age  at  Death — Males,  44,  Females,  43. 


BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  VISITORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
LUNATIC  ASYLUM,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  report  of  my  labours  as  Chap¬ 
lain  to  your  Institution,  since  my  election  in  February  last,  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that,  so  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended,  the  Asylum  is  conducted  upon  the  principles  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  consideration  towards  the  unfortunate  persons  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  care  and  oversight. 

I  have  the  happiness  to  report  that  my  efforts  for  the 
advancement  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  those  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  ministerial  charge  have  been  kindly  received,  both 
by  the  officers  of  the  Institution  and  by  the  inmates. 

The  services  in  the  Chapel  during  the  past  year  have  been 
in  the  same  order  as  in  former  years,  and  have  been  attended 
by  full  congregations,  which  have  joined  heartily  in  the  worship. 
The  attention  and  devotion  uniformly  manifested  is  of  the  most 
pleasing  character. 

The  order  of  the  services  is  as  follows,  viz. — On  Sunday 
morning,  at  eleven,  the  Prayers,  to  the  end  of  the  Litany,  are 
read  ;  after  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  a  sermon  is  delivered.  On 
Wednesday,  at  half-past  eight  a.m.,  the  Litany  is  read,  and  a 
hymn  sung,  after  which  a  Bible  lecture  is  delivered,  which  I 
have  found  furnishes  a  kind  of  teaching  suited  to  the  require¬ 
ments  and  capacities  of  the  persons  forming  my  audience,  and 
who  are  not  only  attentive  during  the  delivery  of  the  lectures, 
but  frequently  ask  for  further  infofmation  upon  the  subject  of 
the  lecture  when  I  visit  them  in  their  respective  courts  and 
galleries. 

On  Thursday  morning,  at  half-past  eight,  I  read  prayers 
in  the  Chapel ;  afterwards  visit  the  whole  of  the  courts  and 
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galleries,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  Scriptures  and  other 
suitable  books  of  an  interesting  character,  and  in  order  generally 
to  afford  such  instruction  as  the  inmates  are  collectively  or 
individually  capable  of  receiving. 

"With  the  view  of  adapting  my  instructions  to  the  wants  of 
my  charge,  I  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  possible,  to  ascertain, 
by  careful  observation,  the  accessible  points  of  the  patients,  and 
also  the  most  effective  means  of  communicating  religious 
instruction  and  consolation  to  their  minds. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  character  and  disposition  ex¬ 
hibited  among  the  patients,  arising,  I  doubt  not,  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  from  education,  association,  and  previous  mode  of  life,  all 
of  which  circumstances  render  ministerial  intercourse  a  duty  at 
once  both  pleasing  and  difficult.  The  perceptive  powers  of  the 
patients  differ  very  widely  from  each  other,  and  require  a  care¬ 
ful  and  discriminating  adaptation  of  instruction  and  treatment 
suited,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  peculiar  features  of  each  parti¬ 
cular  case. 

I  have  in  my  visitations  found  that  kindness  and  gentleness 
of  manner,  joined  to  firmness  of  purpose  and  decision,  have  had 
a  powerful  influence  for  good,  and  am  of  opinion  that  they  are 
calculated  to  call  forth  into  exercise  the  almost  suspended  action 
of  the  mental  powers  of  the  inmates. 

In  several  instances  which  have  engaged  my  attention,  I 
have  found  that  erroneous  or  distorted  views  of  religion  have 
been  most  prolific  in  disordering  the  mind.  In  all  such  cases  I 
have  experienced  that  the  simple  statement  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel,  affectionately  placed  before  the  patients,  has  proved 
a  most  powerful  antidote  to  such  erroneous  impressions,  and  in 
some  instances  has  been  productive  of  happy  results  in  calming 
the  minds  of  the  afflicted  ones. 

My  visits  to  the  bedsides  of  the  sick  patients  have  afforded 
me  opportunities  of  ministering  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
suffering  inmates,  and  I  have  to  record,  with  thankfulness,  that  I 
have  reason  to  hope  that,  under  God’s  blessing,  much  good  has 
resulted. 

I  have  the  happiness  to  state  that  the  library  belonging  to 
the  Institution  is  of  a  valuable  and  instructive  character,  and 
calculated  to  stimulate  the  dormant  energies  of  the  mind,  to  be 
the  source  of  information  and  enjoyment,  and  contribute  largely 
to  the  restoration  of  the  patients  to  mental  vigour.  At  the 
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same  time  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  an  increase 
should  be  made  to  the  same  of  books  of  a  religious  character.  I 
have  to  acknowledge  the  sum'of  £2,  granted  to  me  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  for  the  purchase  of  tracts  and  small  publications  of  a  reli¬ 
gious  tendency,  haying  for  their  object  the  illustration  of  the 
happiness  to  be  derived  from  true  religion.  I  have  to  report 
that  the  publications  so  provided  are  thankfully  received,  both 
by  the  attendants  and  by  the  patients. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  been  present  at  the  recreation 
meetings  in  the  hall,  and  think,  from  the  orderly  manner  in 
which  they  are  conducted,  that  they  can  hardly  fail  to  be  in  a 
great  measure  beneficial. 

Several  lectures  upon  interesting  subjects  have  been  given 
during  the  past  year,  by  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  town ;  one 
of  which,  on  “  The  History  of  the  Art  of  Printing,  and  its  Influ¬ 
ences  upon  Literature  and  Social  Life,”  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
deliver.  The  whole  of  the  lectures  were  attentively  listened  to ; 
several  of  them  elicited  bursts  of  applause  from  an  interested 
and  delighted  auditory,  who  evinced  a  hearty  enjoyment  of  the 
subjects  brought  under  their  notice  by  repeated  expressions  of 
approval. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  have  the  great  pleasure  to  report  that  I 
consider  the  Institution,  as  regards  the  moral  and  religious 
condition  of  its  inmates,  to  be  highly  encouraging ;  in  many 
respects  very  satisfactory. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  expressing  my  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  the  many  kindnesses  which  I  have  received 
from  those  with  whom  I  have  officially  been  brought  in  contact, 
and  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Medical  Superintendent 
for  his  valuable  hints  and  suggestions  which  have  been  afforded 
me  ;  also  to  the  Clerk  and  Steward  for  his  uniform  kindness ; 
to  the  Matron,  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Institution,  for 
their  kind  and  willing  co-operation  in  endeavouring  to  promote 
the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  inmates  of  your  Asvlum. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  faithful  servant, 

(Signed)  C1IAELES  BEITTAIN, 

T  ,  t  Chaplain. 

Lodge  Eoad,  Winson  Green, 

Jan.  7,  1859. 


